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SUBJECT: GOP VIEWS ON NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE IN COLOMBO 

REF: MANILA 13038 

1 . ON SEPTEMBER 1, EMBOFFS CALLED ON GOP AMBASSADOR TO 
ALGIERS, PACIFICO CASTRO, WHO WAS PART OF GOP DELEGATION TO 
NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE IN COLOMBO. CASTRO DISCUSSED (A) GOP 
AND NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT; (B) KOREAN QUESTION; AND (C) LAOTIAN 
ATTACK ON ASEAN ZPFN. 

2. GOP AND NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT: CASTRO SAID GOP GUEST 
STATUS IN COLOMBO FAR BETTER THAN STATUS ENJOYED AT LIMA 
CONFERENCE. GOP WAS GIVEN OBSERVER CREDENTIALS WITH "GUEST" 
HANDWRITTEN BENEATH OBSERVER DESIGNATION. GOP ALSO FURNISHED 
CAR, HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS, SECURITY PASSES WHICH ALLOWED GOP 
DELEGATES ACCESS TO ALL SESSIONS. DELEGATION CHAIRMAN INGLES 
EVEN HAD SRI LANKAN ARMY AIDE. CASTRO CONTRASTED THIS 
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WITH LIMA MINISTERIAL WHEN GOP HAD TO MAKE ITS OWN 
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HOTEL RESERVATIONS AND COULD PARTICIPATE ONLY IN OPENING 
AND CLOSING PLENARY SESSIONS. AT COLOMBO, GOP 
PARTICIPATED IN ALL COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

3. MEBOFFS ASKED WHO HAD OPPOSED GOP OBSERVER STATUS. 

CASTRO SAID NO ONE REPEAT NO ONE HAD SPOKEN AGAINST 
PHILIPPINES. THIS IS CONTRARY TO WHAT ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY VERCELES HAD TOLD US (REFTEL). ACCORDING TO 
CASTRO, INDIA PRIME MOVER IN EFFORT DENY PHILIPPINES 
OBSERVER STATUS. INDIA LOBBIED VARIOUS MEMBERS BEHIND 
THE SCENES (ESPECIALLY AFRICAN AND ISLAMIC STATES WHO 
WERE SUPPORTING GOP IN RESPONSE TO APPEAL FROM GABON 
PRESIDENT BONGO). INDIA’S OPPOSITION BASED ON DESIRE 

NOT TO SET PRECEDENT WHICH WOULD PERMIT OBSERVER STATUS 
FOR PAKISTAN, TURKEY AND IRAN. CASTRO ADDED HE WAS 
QUITE ENCOURAGED BY GOP SHOWING IN COLOMBO ESPECIALLY 
SINCE GOP MADE NO EXTRAORDINARY EFFORT (LIKE ROMANIA) 

TO GAIN OBSERVER STATUS. EMBOFFS ASKED VENUE OF NEXT 
NAC MINISTERIAL. CASTRO SAID SMILINGLY, "THEY SAY 
IT WILL BE PYONGYANG" IN 1978. SUMMIT WOULD BE IN 
HAVANA IN 1979. NA BUREAU, HOWEVER, WOULD MEET IN 
BELGRADE NEXT YEAR. 

4. ASKED WHETHER GOP WOULD PERSIST IN ITS EFFORT TO 
GAIN OBSERVER STATUS, CASTRO SAID HE THOUGHT THIS 
WAS INEVITABLE. NE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT THERE 
ARE MANY QUESTIONS (HE SPECIFIED INTER ALIA PUERTO 
RICO ISSUE) ON WHICH IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOP TO JOIN IN 
ANY CONSENSUS. HE SEEMED TO CONCLUDE THAT GOP WOULD 
FIND OBSERVER STATUS PREFERABLE TO FULL MEMBERSHIP. 

THAT OBSERVER STATUS WOULD GIVE GOP BEST OF BOTH 
WORLDS. CASTRO APPEARED ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT NAM ROLE 

IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PREDICTED GROWING NAM ACTIVITIES 
(IN CONCERT WITH OTHER NON-NAM THIRD WORLD 
COUNTRIES) IN THIS AREA. HE ENVISAGED EVENTUAL COMBINATION 
OF GROUP OF 77 AND NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT. 

5. KOREAN QUESTION: POT .COHNS ASKED CASTRO WHY NORTH 
KOREANS WERE ABLE TO FORCE THEIR RESOLUTION ON 
CONFERENCE IN THE FACE OF REPORTED SUBSTANTIAL OPPOSITION. 
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CASTRO REPLIED THAT NORTH KOREANS FIELDED EXCEPTIONALLY 
STRONG DELEGATION (AT LEAST 100) AND THAT THEY WERE 
EVERYWHERE. HE SAID IT WAS RELATIVELY EASY FOR NORTH 
KOREA TO MAKE STRONG CASE FOR ITS RESOLUTION, ESPECIALLY 
AMONG MORE MILITANT THIRD WORLD MEMBERS. PHILIPPINE 
DELEGATION LEFT PRIOR TO ADOPTION OF FINAL RESOLUTION. 

THUS CASTRO HAD NO FURTHER DETAILS TO OFFER ON KOREAN 
QUESTION BUT HE GAVE IMPRESSION ADOPTION DPRK POSITION 
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HAD BEEN FOREGOIN CONCLUSION. 

6. LAOTIAN OPPSOTION TO ASEAN ZPFN: IN SAME VEIN, 

CASTRO SAID STRONG LAOTIAN (READ SRV) ATTACK ON 
ASEAN ZPFN PROPOSAL WAS TO BE EXPECTED. ACCORDING 
TO CASTRO, INDOCHINESE STATES AND TO SOME EXTENT 
ANGOLANS WERE HEROES OF CONFERENCE. IT WAS EXPECTED 
THAT INDOCHINESE STATES WOULD MAKE STRONG 
STATEMENT. CASTRO NOTED, HOWVER, THAT IN CONTRAST 
TO STRONG PUBLIC STATEMENTS, INDOCHINESE STATES HAD 
BEEN FAIRLY ACCOMMODATING IN BILATERAL CONTACTS. THUS 
REPRESENTATIVE OF KAMPUCHEA HAD SOUGHT OUT FILIPINOS, 
REQUESTED AND WAS GRANTED IENG SARY MEETING WITH 
UNDERSECRETARY INGLES. CASTRO DID NOT FIND IT DIFFICULT 
TO SQUARE SRV BILATERAL EXPRESSIONS OF GOOD WILL TOWARD 
ASEAN MEMBERS WITH CONDEMANTION OF ASEAN QUA ASEAN. 
SULLIVAN 
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